2-6 are each divided into 2 sections: General Osteology and Taxonomy and Osteological Variation. Each chapter examines a separate vertebrate class. There are a total of 201 black and white illustrations in the 5 chapters including mammalian species (30) and mammalian skeletal photographs (49).
Rather than the standard literature citation throughout the text of each chapter, the authors have chosen to have a short note section with references at the end of each chapter. Between Chapters 5 and 6 is an insert of 16 pages of color illustrations of vertebrates (a total of 49 photographs with 15 being mammals). The quality of the color photographs is excellent.
The final chapter (7), "Taphonomy and Bone Damage," presents "studies designed to understand the depositional origin of faunal accumulations" (p. 169). This subject falls under the realm of taphonomy, the study of what happens to an organism after its death and until its discovery as a fossil. Although relatively short (10 pages), this chapter covers a multitude of impacts upon often fragmentary bone deposits at archeological sites, including human activity, animal interventions like gnawing, and natural forces such as burning and plant etching.
Although the references account for only 2 pages, the list of suggested further reading for the student is longer (7 pages). Generous natural history notes are included, ranging from the need for caution in dealing with mammals caught in the field to avoiding poisonous reptiles. The authors correctly reflect recent taxonomic changes in their descriptions of species. The skeletal photographs and explanatory notes are clear and thorough. This photographic atlas, although geographically ideal for the western United States, provides a great source of information on vertebrate osteology for many North American vertebrates. If the authors decide to broaden the geographic scope of this manual in a subsequent publication to include the remainder of the United States, a suggested title of "Zooarchaeology and Vertebrate Natural History" would better reflect the book's content. This book is an outstanding resource for vertebrate paleozoologists and field biologists as well as students in zooarchaeology classes.
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